Fully Involved February 2010
Smoke Detectors Do Save Lives….

2010 has already proven the need for smoke detectors.  In just the last month there have been 91 fatalities that could have been prevented by properly installed and operational smoke detectors.  I would ask that you now go and check your smoke detector.  Go ahead, I will wait.  

Properly installed smoke detectors should be placed in all sleeping areas and common areas such as hallways and living rooms.  Avoid areas like bathrooms, kitchens and garages, as this will give you false alarms. 
Recently I responded to a fire in a laundry room.  The occupants were upstairs and heard the smoke alarm sounding downstairs.  When the occupant investigated why the smoke detector was sounding, she noticed that there was a small fire in the laundry room.  She contacted 911 and evacuated the house.  This is a clear example of why smoke detectors save lives and property.  With out a working smoke detector the fire could have grown and consumed the lower story of their house.  This would have occurred before the occupant would have known about the fire.  
Allow me to elaborate on two myths that are floating around the fire prevention community.  Myth one; change your smoke detector batteries every six months.  This is true if you are using non-lithium batteries.  Newer smoke detectors come with 9v lithium batteries that are “maintenance free” for 10 years.  While this is a more expensive alternative up front, it is becoming more common within households these days.  Still follow manufacture recommendations on how often to test your smoke detector.  At the minimum it should be done at lease once a month.  Older style smoke detectors using non-lithium batteries should still changed every 6 months, or an easier alternative to remember is with the time changes.  
Myth two; my smoke detectors never have to be replaced.  This is false.  Smoke detectors have a life span of 10 years.  After 10 years you need to replace them.  This includes the pre-wired smoke detectors that may have been installed in your home.  I know that many of you are sitting there reading this article thinking “this house is 18 years old”.  Don’t worry you are not alone.  I was just thinking the same thing.  REPLACE YOUR SMOKE DETECTORS.  The wired smoke detectors can be purchased from our local businesses here in Belfair, and installed by an electrician, or at least help from one.

Here is our commitment.  If you do not have a battery or working smoke detector contact us at Mason County Fire District 2 and we will have them installed in your house by the time you go to bed tonight.  By the time you read this article more people will have needlessly died from non-operational smoke detectors.  Don’t let this be you.

Question of the month:  How many house fires occurred last year in the US did not have an operational smoke detector? The first email or phone call that I receive with the correct answer will receive a gift from Starbucks Coffee. 
More information can be obtained on Mason County Fire District 2’s web page at WWW.MCFD2.COM or by calling 360-275-6711.  
Jeromy Hicks is currently Mason County Fire District 2’s community outreach coordinator.  With ten plus years of firefighting service including being a paramedic, fire prevention is his passion.  Jeromy currently provides assistance with inspections, investigations, and education thought out Mason County.  He can be reached at 360-275-6711 ext. 2.

